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CECMP TEAM WITH ADRIENNE SEEGERS,
PAM GUERRA-SCHMIDT, SELINA FLORES
We were greeted as we got out of the car,
with, "are you the mentor group?" And given a
parking pass. We were welcomed into the
building warmly. 

PORCH ROCKING CHAIRS
Adrienne described how they got to work with 
the architects to design the village. This touch 
of 2 rocking chairs on the porch touched us as 
so welcoming, cozy and we could imagine a 
family member rocking an infant in them. 

ENTERANCE TO CHILDREN'S CENTER
The grape arbor arching over the entrance
was so beautiful. Adrienne described how in 
the late summer children can pluck a grape as 
they enter or exit school each day.

LOBBY OF "NEW BUILDING"
Adrienne explained that with the help of a
previous President, they were awarded grants
to fund the planning and construction of a
whole new "village", as high school students
observed, as a new child development center.

EMPTY INFANT ROOM

Adrienne explained the challenge of balancing 
hiring, funding and enrollment in our "fragile" 
field. This challenge has resulted in an empty 
infant room despite a long "waiting" list.

GARDEN AND GATHERING SPACE
Just after entering the center, we were 
greeted by a small garden and inviting 
gathering spaces with wood and rocks. The 
smell of pine and dust was warm and 
welcoming,
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INFANT YARD, WITH REAL GRASS
This bright, clean, beautiful yard with shade,
tone instruments, and wind chimes made me
gasp. We just wanted to sit in the grass and
observe infants crawling about or staring up at
the blue sky while listening to the chimes blow. 

TRANSITIONS
Adrienne points out how the architects spent
time with the children, and the teachers to
observe use of space. This resulted in toddler
level railings, mint plantings and rocks
embedded in the cement

MANZANITAS AND PINES
These beautiful old trees arched over a
slopped area for exploration. 

INFANT YARD, RIGHT OFF CLASSROOMS
The doors open right out from the classrooms
to the yard, with adult sinks, infant height sinks,
and welcoming materials.

FAIRY GARDEN

Adrienne described this area as the "fairy 
garden" and said the children love to get in 
this "nest" in the trees. Brooke wanted to try it 
out and look for fairies. 

CHILD'S PERSPECTIVE

Getting down and low is essential, what do 
children see? How do they experience the 
space?
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MANZANITA BARK
The smooth, peeling, rich red Manzanita tree
bark begged to be touched and explored.

ENTRY AREAS
Quilts were everywhere. Local quilters gifted 
many pieces of art to the center, and many 
were utilized in the entry areas for each 
building in the center, warming the space.

TODDLER YARD
The toddler yard was experienced a back yard,
just off the porch with book reading nook.
Slopes, sand, dirt, water, trees and a step
provided a rich environment for exploration.

SHELLS, SPOONS, CHIMES
Simple materials, along with wind, sun and
smooth trees invite many explorations

CENTRAL RESERVOIR

The campus centered around a reservoir with 
geese, ducks, fish, turtles and more for the 
children, families, and students to explore.

ADULT LEARNING-SUCCESS FACTORS
Factors included a network of: focused, 
nurtured, engaged, connected, valued, and 
directed. Mentor Teacher led invitations of 
staff strengths, goals and how to achieve them 
were documented.



CECMP's Learning
Visiting Columbia College with Professor, Adrienne Seegers, the CECMP 
Coordinator, and Professor Pam Guerra-Schmidt was a true joy. Adrienne and Pam 
both gave us such warmth with their eye contact and demonstrated deep listening 
as we toured. As we met people along the way Adrienne introduced folks to us by 
lifting up details of their strengths and abilities. It was clear the Mentor Teachers, 
child development staff and student teachers all shared a deep relationship with 
Adrienne and Pam. Selina, who is a parent, student graduate and now works at the 
center also met with us and her emotional sharing of the impact of the program on 
her life was demonstrative of its power and attention to relationships. Watching the 
teachers, and student teachers interact with the children in this beautiful 
environment showed me the value of care in each interaction. 

Adrienne and Pam's advocacy of the Child Development Department was obvious. 
Learning of the successes along with the challenges, (staffing, funding, access, and 
meeting the needs of the community) really helped us to understand the unique 
needs of this rural community. While the campus and center, that Kelly Thomas 
directs, were physically and aesthetically beautiful what most came across was the 
beauty of the relationships, passion, and professionalism of the program working to 
educate and uplift our ECE student and workforce. 

We hope to get to return and to support outreach for Mentor Teachers in FCCs, to 
build up the Director Mentor program and the work that Janet Orvis-Cook has been 
conducting, and visit one of the off campus Mentor Teacher's Early/Head Start 
programs! Thank you very much.


